
 
WINE RECOMMENDATION  

Joie Wines 

2006 Chardonnay Un-Oaked  

(Okanagan Valley) 

 

 

Influenced by their taste for European wines, Joie owners Heidi 

Noble and Michael Dinn chose as their model the “un-oaked 

Burgundian Chardonnays of Chablis and the lesser known wines 

of Macon-Clessé.” This wine is drier than Joie’s previous 

Chardonnays, less fruit-driven perhaps and expressing more 

minerality and complexity.  

 

The winery secured most of its fruit from vineyards near Okanagan Falls “because there is a mineral character 

to the white wines that exists nowhere else in British Columbia that we have tasted. From what we are able to 

surmise, this characteristic is due to the gravel and large glacial stones that make up the soil structure here …” 

Forty percent of the Chardonnay was the Chardonnay Musqué clone, noted for its aromatic personality. They 

disclose that there was a touch of botrytis on the Pinot Blanc and they welcomed that because it added a 

honeyed texture.  

 

This is pleasantly evident in the fullness of the wine. The wine begins with delicate citrus, honey and apple 

aromas, delivering flavours of ripe apples, pears and muskmelons. The dry finish is enhanced by that Macon-like 

minerality that gives the wine its complexity. 669 cases were made. 88 points. 

Reviewed July 6, 2007 by John Schreiner.  

THE WINE  

Winery: Joie Wines 

Vintage: 2006 

Wine: Chardonnay Un-Oaked 

Appellation: Okanagan Valley 

Grapes: Chardonnay (90%), Pinot Blanc (10%) 

Price: $19.90  

 

THE REVIEWER  

John Schreiner 

John Schreiner has been covering the 

wines of British Columbia for the past 

30 years and has written 10 books on 

the wines of Canada and BC. He has 

judged at major competitions and is 

currently a panel member for the 

Lieutenant Governor’s Awards of 

Excellence in Wine. Both as a judge and as a wine critic, he 

approaches each wine not to find fault, but to find 

excellence. That he now finds the latter more often than 

the former testifies to the dramatic improvement shown by 

BC winemaking in the past decade. 
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